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PAL-WAUKEE  AIRPORT  ON  NEW  10  LITIJ  NOTE 


By  Frank  Passic 

The  latest  version  of  the 
10  lity  banknote  issued  on 
November  21,  2001  by  the  Bank 
of  Lithuania  is  of  special  interest 
to  collectors  in  America.  It 
features  an  early  insignia  patch 
of  the  Chicago,  Illinois-area 
Palwaukee  Municipal  Airport 
located  in  Wheeling,  Illinois,  10 
miles  north  of  O’Hare  Airport. 
The  patch  is  distinctly  engraved 
as  part  of  the  cap  of  pilot 
Steponas  Darius  (1896-1933) 
who  is  shown  on  the  face  of  the 
Girenas  (1893-1933).  The  duo 


AC0000059 


note  along  with  his  partner,  Stasys  ABOVE:  2001  10  LITl,' 


attempted  to  beat  Lindbergh’s 


non-stop  distance  record  across  the  Atlantic  by  attempting  to  fly 
trom  New  York  City  to  Kaunas,  Lithuania,  then  the  temporary 
capital  of  Lithuania. 

Darius  was  born  at  Rubiske,  Lithuania  in  1896  as  Steponas 
Jucevicius-Darasius.  His  father  died  while  he  was  young;  his  mother 
remarried  and  the  family  moved  to  America  in  1907.  The  family 
eventually  settled  in  Bridgeport,  a Lithuanian  neighborhotxl  in 
Chicago,  Illinois.  While  growing  up,  Steponas  became  quite  the 
sportsman  and  played  a variety  of  sports,  including  rugby,  football, 
basketball,  baseball,  and  boxing.  In  addition,  he  worked  as  an  errand 
boy  at  an  aviation  store  owned  by  famous  aviation  pioneer  Wright 
brothers.  It  was  no  wonder  he  quite  naturally  became  interested  in 
aviation,  and  began  building  his  own  models. 


During  World  War  I he  shortened  his  surname  to  Darius,  and  ABOVE:  PALATINE-MIL WAUKEE 

joined  the  U.S.  Army  in  1917.  He  served  valiantly  in  France  and  was  on  Darius’  cap  patch 

awarded  the  “Purple  Heart”  and  the  “Great  War  for  Civilization” 

medals.  After  returning  to  Chicago  briefly  after  the  War,  Darius  returned  to  his  homeland  Lithuania  in 
1920,  which  was  fighting  for  its  independence.  He  joined  the  Kaunas  Military  School  and  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  ot  lieutenant  upon  his  graduation  in  1921.  He  Joined  the  training  squadron  of  the  Lithuaian  Air 
Force  in  1922,  and  participated  in  the  1923  liberation  of  Lithuania’s  port  city  of  Klaipeda.  He  served  in  the 
Lithuanian  Air  Force  for  5 years,  and  was  promoted  to  the  ranks  of  flying  officer,  and  flight  lieutenant.  Continued 
The  aviator  was  concurrently  intensively  involved  in  many  Lithuanian  sports  organizations  and  establisheti  nevt 
himself  there  as  a leader  in  the  athletic  world.  pace.... 


PAL- WAUKEE  AIRPORT  ON  NEW  10  LITIJ  NOTE 


1991  Note 


Having  received  a year’s  leave  from  the  Lithuanian 
army  (and  later  transferred  to  the  Reserves)  Darius  left 
Lithuania  in  1927  and  returned  to  the  United  States  to  visit  his 
friends  and  relatives  there.  On  his  journey  home  he  witnessed 
the  triumphant  celebration  for  aviator  Charles  Lindbergh  at  Le 
Bourget  Airport  in  Paris.  Darius  was  inspired  and  determined 
that  he  would  someday  fly  a plane  from  New  York  to  Kaunas. 

Upon  his  return  to  the  United  States,  Darius  earned 
various  pilot’s  licenses,  including  international  and  transport 
pilot.  He  began  racing  airplanes  and  also  established  an 
aviation  company  with  an  American  pilot  in  South  Bend, 
Indiana.  After  some  mechanical  misforttmes,  Darius  left  the 
firm  in  1929  and  returned  to  the  Chicago  area.  He  then  began 
working  for  a Bellanca  dealer  at  Palwaukee  Airport  north  of 
Chicago.  While  there  he  became  a pilot  and  instructor  of 
Commercial  aviation,  and  a master  at  flying  all  types  of 
aircraft  of  his  day. 

Palwaukee  Municipal  Airport  was  first  called 
Gauthier’s  Flying  Field  when  it  opened  in  1925,  consisting  of 
40  acres  of  grassy  field  with  dirt  runways.  58  acres  were 
added  in  the  1930s,  and  18  more  in  the  1940.  The  name 
Palwaukee  is  formed  from  a combination  of  the  name  of  the 
village  of  Palatine,  Illinois  located  12  miles  away,  and 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  The  airport  is  located  at  the 
intersection  of  Palatine  and  Milwaukee  Roads.  Hence, 
Pal-Waukee.  The  airport  was  purchased  by  Priester  Aviation 
Service  in  1953.  It  went  from  private  to  public  ownership  on 
December  26,  1986  when  it  was  purchased  by  the  city  of 
Prospect  Heights  and  the  Village  of  Wheeling.  Today. 
Palwaukee  Municipal  Airport  consists  of  over  412  acres  and 
services  numerous  corporate  jets.  It  is  the  third  busiest  airport 
in  the  state  of  Illinois,  and  relieves  general  aviation  traffic 
from  O’Hare  International  Airport,  10  miles  to  the  south. 
More  information  about  the  history  of  this  busy  airport  can  be 
found  on  the  www.palwaukee.org  web  site. 

Steponas  Darius  teamed  up  with  aviator  Stasys  Girenas 
in  1932,  and  the  pair  formed  a flying  partnership  dedicated  to 
a well-publicized  trans-Atlantic  flight.  Girenas  also  had  a 
similar  background  as  his  partner,  having  been  bom  in 
Lithuania,  educated  in  Chicago,  and  serving  in  the  U.S.  Army  in  World  War  I.  The  duo  purchased  a used 
Bellanca  Pacemaker  plane  from  the  Chicago  Daily  News  (which  had  purchased  a newer  model)  in  1932 
and  modified  it  for  their  flight.  Money  was  raised  from  numerous  Lithuanian  clubs  and  organizations  tc 
finance  their  operation.  In  their  publicity  photographs,  Darius  was  always  seen  wearing  his  Pal-Waukee 
Airport  patch  on  his  cap.  The  duo  left  Floyd  Bennett  Airport  in  New  York  City  headed  for  Kaunas  on  July 
15,  1933,  and  crashed  over  Soldin,  Germany  (115  km.  north  of  Berlin)  on  July  17  after  35  hours  in  flight. 
It  was  strongly  suspected  that  they  were  shot  down  by  the  Nazi’s  after  they  strayed  well  into  German 
airspace.  The  bodies  of  the  pilots  and  their  plane  were  taken  to  Kaunas,  and  over  60,000  persons  attended 
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1993  Note 


1997  Note 


FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion  Michigan. 

THE  SAGA  OF  ORDERING  LITHUANIAN  COINS 


The  U.S.  Post  Office  has  recently  discontinued  its  international  money  orders  to 
Europe  which  were  converted  to  national  currency. 


Inside  the 
envelope  of  this  issue 
of  The  Knight  we 
are  enclosing  order 
blanks  to  order  coins 
and  banknotes 

directly  from  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania. 

Many  of  our  readers 
have  wanted  to  order 
particular  items,  but 
did  not  know  where 
to  get  them. 

Have  you  noticed  that  Lithuanian 
commemorative  coins  in  the  U.S.  are  consistently 
priced  at  between  $50  and  $75,  up  from  the  official 
Bank  of  Lithuania  issue  price  of  about  $25-$30 
(90-100  litai)?  There  are  several  reasons  for  this.  This 
editor  will  relate  his  experiences  about  ordering  such 
items,  and  the  red  tape  involved.  They’ve  got  you 
coming  and  going.  You  can’t  “win”  it  seems.  Everyone 
wants  a “cut”  along  the  processing  avenue  which  jacks 
up  the  price  each  step  of  the  way.  It  is  impossible  to 
get  Lithuanian  commemorative  coins  at  the  official 
issue  price  unless  you  buy  them  directly  in  person  at 
the  Bank  of  Lithuania.  Consider  these  scenerios: 

If  you  order  from  the  official  distributor  of 
Lithuanian  coins  here  in  North  America,  which  is 
located  in  Canada,  they  tack  on  a $5-10  surcharge  in 
order  for  them  to  make  a profit.  And  you  have  to  pay 
$5  per  coin  shipping. 

The  Bank  of  Lithuania  allows  you  to  deposit 
the  funds  to  purchase  their  coins  in  their  accounts  in 
banks  in  the  West.  But  if  you  send  a check  or  money 
order  to  that  bank  for  deposit  into  their  account,  you 
get  that  check  returned  by  the  bank  with  a rejection 
letter  stating  that  they  do  not  take  third  party  deposit 
checks.  However,  you  are  welcome  to  make  a wire 
deposit  which  is  allowed — at  a $25.00  bank  fee  for 
wiring,  of  course!  Now  do  you  see  why  Lithuanian 
coins  are  so  expensive  here  in  the  U.S.?  With  all  of  the 
added  fees  and  charges,  the  U.S.  seller  has  to  tack  on 
his  price  in  order  to  make  a profit,  too. 

Up  until  this  spring  you  could  pay  for 
Lithuanian  coins  by  purchasing  a special  international 
money  order  from,  the  U.S.  Post  Office.  You  would 
give  the  P.O.  the  funds,  plus  an  $8.00  fee.  They  would 


issue  you  a form  which  you  sent  to  an  address  in 
Missouri  (how  about  misery),  where  the  P.O. 
Department  would  convert  your  funds  into  Litai  and 
send  it  to  the  addressee  (the  Bank  of  Lithuania). 
However  as  of  this  past  summer,  the  post  office  has 
stopped  issuing  international  money  orders  of  this 
type. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  year  Lithuania 
abandoned  the  U.S.  dollar  as  its  currency  base,  and 
switched  over  to  the  Euro  dollar.  Formerly  you  would 
know  the  exact  exchange  rate  amount  to  send,  which 
was  4 litai  = 1 U.S.  dollar.  With  the  Euro  however,  the 
value  of  the  U.S.  dollar  fluctuates  daily.  This  makes  it 
bad,  because  if  you  sent  a check  to  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  for  lets  say  U.S.  $100,  it  might  be  only 
worth  $98.50  by  time  it  reached  the  bank  10  days  later. 
The  bank  won’t  send  the  coins  if  you  are  $1.50  or  so 
short.  They  also  don’t  accept  credit  cards  and  so  that  is 
not  an  option. 

At  one  time  this  year  the  Euro  was  very  strong 
and  thus  the  cost  of  Lithuanian  coins  verses  American 
dollars  rose.  U.S.  funds  have  to  be  converted  to  Euros 
first,  and  then  from  Euros  to  Litai.  Of  course  there  are 
conversion  and  check  cashing  fees  for  this.  Can  you 
see  the  frustration  there  is? 

The  goal  in  ordering  coins  is  to  pay  as  close  to 
the  issue  price  as  you  can,  and  avoid  as  many  of  the 
surcharges,  bank  fees,  money  order  fees  and  mailing 
fees  as  you  can.  Short  of  being  at  the  bank  in  person, 
the  best  way  is  to  just  send  a check  to  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  directly.  I have  never  ordered  coins  directly 
from  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  where  there  wasn’t  a fund 
shortage  from  my  end  of  it  of  some  type.  An  unknown 
(Continued  on  pg.  9...) 
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Aluminum  copies  of  3 early  Lithuanian  coins  now  available! 


Aleksandras  Radzius 


LNA  member  Henry  Gaidis,  an  expert  on  Lithuanian  militaria,  recently  returned  from  a visit  to 
Lithuania  with  copies  of  three  early  Lithuanian  coins  minted  in  aluminum.  Although  the  copies  are 
about  the  size  of  the  original  silver  coins,  they  were  struck  in  aluminum,  a metal  not  discovered  until 
1 825.  Thus,  these  copies  should  not  be  mistaken  now  or  at  any  time  in  the  future  for  the  authentic 


silver  coins. 

Photographs  of  the  reproductions,  thanks  to  Jaunutis  Burbulis,  are  presented  full  size  below 
together  with  weights  of  the  aluminum  copies,  thanks  to  Kestutis  Cesonis,  as  well  as  specifications  of 
the  original  silver  coins  on  which  the  copies  are  based,  as  given  on  the  packaging  for  each  copy. 


Weight  of  copy:  0.18  grams. 
Weigh  of  original  coins 
averaged  0.33  gram  (5.1  grains), 
thus  a 1 denar  coin.  -1^-14  mm 
dia.  KPIP  attributes  this  coin, 
to  King  Vytautas,  I think  it 
was  minted  by  King  Jogaila. 
before  1384 


Weight  of  copy:  0.22  grams. 
Original  found  in  Kernave 
Weight  of  the  silver  coin: 

0.43  gram  (6.6  grains)  thus  a 
heavy  1 denar  or  an  under- 
weight and/or  clipped  2 denar 
coin  minted  by  King  Jogaila. 

I think  it  was  minted  before 
1385. 


Weight  of  copy:  0.98  grams. 
Weight  of  silver  coin: 

3.05  grams  (47.1  grains). 

21  mm  dia.  A three  groschen 
coin  minted  by  King 
Sigismund  III  August.  A 
similar  coins  in  my 
collection  weights  2.52 
grams  (38.9  grains). 


These  aluminum  copies  are  manufactured  by  the  "KuItGros  Paveldo  Issaugojimo  Pajegos" 
abreviated  KPIP  (Organization  for  the  Preservation  of  Inherited  Culture),  whose  address  is:  Piliakalnio 
g.  10;  LT-2003  Vilnius;  Lithuania.  Although  they  give  a web  site:  http://www.heritage.lt/KPIP,  there  is 
nothing  on  the  site  about  these  reproduction  coins.  However,  on  the  home  page  there  is  an  e-mail 
address  where  questions  can  be  forwarded:  VAgne@delfi.lt.  I made  an  inquiry  and  learned  that  the 
address  belongs  to  Agne  Vaitkuviene,  Co-ordinator  of  Projects  for  KPIP  and  that  these  three  copies 
are  the  only  ones  available  at  this  time.  They  cost  about  2 to  3 litai  each  (about  50  to  75  cents)  and 
are  distributed  through  various  museums  in  Vilnius,  Kaunas,  Trakai,  Kernave  and  in  other  cities  or 
they  can  be  ordered  directly  from  the  KPIP. 

Reactions  to  these  aluminum  copies  I'm  sure  will  be  as  numerous  as  the  number  of 
numismatists  who  are  interested  in  Lithuanian  coins.  At  one  extreme  will  be  those  who  feel  that  any 
piece  of  metal  that  was  not  minted  for  the  expressed  purpose  of  being  a medium  of  exchange  should 
not  exist,  and  is  therefore  only  polluting  the  field  of  numismatics.  On  the  other  extreme  will  be  those 
who  find  copies  to  be  a logical  and  natural  aid  in  extending  and  furthering  the  joys  of  collecting 
coins. 

As  for  me,  I doubt  if  I will  ever  own  a coin  minted  in  Lithuania  by  any  of  our  great  kings  prior 
to  the  reign  of  King  Alexander.  Thus,  holding  even  an  aluminum  reproduction  of  a coin  that  could 
have  been  used  in  the  markets  of  Vilnius,  Kaunas  or  Trakai  by  the  common  man  when  King  jogaila 
and  King  Vytautas  were  at  times  working  together  to  destroy  the  Teutonic  Order  and  at  times  working 
only  for  their  own  personal  ends,  makes  that  history  come  alive  for  me.  Also,  I had  given  some 
show-and-tell  presentations  to  Lithuanian  grade  school  children  and  at  Lithuanian  scout  camps. 
There  is  nothing  like  passing  around  an  ancient  coin  to  get  the  kids  inspired  and  talking  even  davs 


after  the  event.  And  in  such  cases  I would  rather  pass  around  aluminum  copies  rather  than  real  silver  5 
coins  from  my  collection. 

So,  let  each  numismatist  decide  for  himself  how  he  feels  about  copies,  if  he  had  not  already 
made  up  his  mind.  I,  for  one,  hope  KPIP  will  make  copies  of  other  early  coins  in  the  near  future.  Of 
these  already  available,  I will  be  placing  an  order  for  a handful  not  only  for  show-and-tells,  but  to  give 
out  to  the  kids  as  tokens  of  our  glorious  history.  Who  knows,  receiving  one  of  these  copies  may 
stimulate  some  of  them  to  become  numismatists  and  possibly  future  LNA  members. 

NEW  COIN  FEATURES  BARN  OWL 


OTT: 


The  Bank  of  Lithuania  has  issued  a 
special  .925  silver  proof  5 litai  coin  to 
commemorate  the  Bank  participation  in  the 
“Endangered  Wildlife”  program  organized 
by  the  World  Coins  International  company 
of  Germany.  The  coin  was  designed  by 
Giedrius  Paulauskis,  and  is  38.61  mm.  in 
diameter,  with  a weight  of  28.28.  gr.  3,000 
were  minted  at  the  Mint  of  Lithuania.  The 
issue  price  is  90  litai. 

The  obverse  bears  the  Vytis  emblem 
in  the  center  with  the  legend  “LIETUVA” 
on  the  top,  and  “2002,  5 LITAI”  at  the 
bottom.  The  “LMK”  mintmark  appears 
under  the  horse’s  front  hoofs. 

The  reverse  bears  an  image  of  the 
barn  owl,  with  the  Lithuanian  inscription 
“LIEPSNOTOJI  PELEDA”  as  the  legend, 
and  the  Latin  ‘TYTO  ALBA”  in  script 
writing  in  the  center  between  the  owl’s 
wings.  Both  mean  “Bam  Owl.” 

The  edge  of  the  coin  is  inscribed:  * 
LEETUVOS  BANKAS  * LIETUVOS 
BANKAS.”  The  coins  are  packaged  in  an 
attractive  holder  with  text.  The  coin  is 


•'  k 'V  * 
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mimy  years  people  in  the  world  The  life  of  the  bam  owl  is  closely  related 
■ were  ;looJcing®fbr  the  ways  to  prevent  - to  the  Kvtng  surroundings  of  a man.  and  it 
;;jdisappearance  of  wildlife,  plants,ylungi  , extends  its  habitat  together  with  the 
i^  hnd  their  habitats.  When  the  corapflatidn  chang:es.. in  anthropogenic  surroundings, 
of  information  about  rare  and  endangered  • Lithuania  is  at  the  northern  rim  of  the 
species  was  started,  the  International  Union  habitat  area  of  the  bam  owl,  but  this  bird 
for  the  Conservation  ofNature  and  Natural  ^ nests  in  Lithuania  and  is  well  known  in 
Resources  prepared  the  Red  Book  that  has  the  larger  part  of  the  country, 
been  published  from  1966  onwards.  In  : .The  bam  owl  is  distinguished  from  other 
Lithuania  epneem  about  the  protection  of  . ^^tecies  by  its  light-coloured  plumage,  long 
endaogeredspwieswasexpresseditt]95?^;riegs'and  heart-shaped  cheeks.  The 
‘ wl^  die  first  Law  on  Nature  Protwtidn  " predominant  colours  of  its  plumage  are 
adop^.  In  1976  the  first  Red  Book-  . greyish  yellow,  brown  and  white,  which 
of  Lithuania  was  prepared  and  approved,  perfectly  accord  with  the  colours  of 
It  listed  41  species  of  wildlife  and  30  country  buildings, 
species  of  plants.  The  Red  Book  at^cte^^This  species  of  birds  was  first  recorded  in 
the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  nec&sity':;  Lithuania '80  years  ago,  and  by  now  its 
of  protecting  threatened  species  and^  habitats  have  moved  to  the  northeast.  The 
became  the  basis  for  establishing  new.,  > bam  owl  has  alw'ays  been  protected.  It 
protected  territories  and  forming  a new;  was  ^ven  much  attention  well  before 
attitude  towards  rare  species  and  their  fate,  being  included  into  the  Red  Book  of 


Presently,  the  Red  Book  lists  802  species 
of  wildlife,  including  76  species  of  birds 
divided  into  4 categories,  plants  and  fungi. 
Some  of  these  species  have  become  rare 
because  of  the  Lithuanian  natural 
environment;  others  are  disappearing 
because  of  their  distribution  borders 
moving  northwards.  Some  of  them  have 
become  scarce  as  a result  of  the  changes 
that  occurred  due  to  the  use  of  areas  blh 


Lithuania.  However,  the  spread  and 
propagation  of  the  barn  owl  has  been 
hindered  by^ certain  biological  features  of 
this  species. 

Exceptionally  nocturnal  birds,  bam  owls 
live  near  people.  Some  people  do  not  like 
this  species  because  of  their  screeching 
voice  in  spring.  The  clutch  size  can 
average  from  3 to  1 0 eggs.  As  they  start 
sitting  on  their  eggs  once  the  first  egg  is 


woods,  fields  and  waters  for  human  needs,  the  size  of  chicks  differs:  when  the 

and  because^of  the  exploitation  of  natural  owlet  becomes  fledged,  the  last  one  is 

just  getting  out  of  the  egg.  WTien  the  young 


resources.  The  Red  Book  of  Lithuania 
includes  7 out  of  13  species  of  owls 
encountered  in  Lithuania. 


'ARN  OWL 
(T no  alba) 

People  and  owls  have  been  related  forages, 
yet  their  relationship  has  not  always  been 
one  of  reverence,  but  has  also  been  shaded 
with  fear  and  marked  with  the  killing  of 
these  birds.  Because  of  their  appearance, 
nightly  life,  big  eyes,  and  a voice  that  is 
not  always  pleasant,  owls  were  often 
hounded  and  killed.  Their  neighbourhood 
was  especially  undesirable  near 
homesteads  and  famiyards. 


owlets  grow,  the  number  of  owls 
increases,  but  their  population  usually 
remains  stable.  As  barn  owls  lead  a 
sedentary  mode  of  life,  a great  number  of 
them  do  not  survive  through  severe  colds 
or  because  they  cannot  find  enough  food. 
Each  year  new  data  complements  the 
information  about  the  distribution  and  new 
nesting  habitats  of  bam  owls.  The  breeding 
bam  owl  population  in  Lithuania  is  now 
estimated  at  around  50  pairs. 

The  bam  owl,  as  a rare  and  vulnerable 
element  of  the  human  cultural 
environment,  was  recorded  in  the  Red 
Book  of  Lithuania  in  1992. 


packaged  in  a hard  plastic  holder  that  has  a screwed  on  lid, 
rather  than  pull  off  type.  Reproduced  above  is  the  text  from  the 
holder  giving  the  history  of  the  barn  owl. 
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Jonas  K.  Karys 


English  translation  by 
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into  Vytautas’  treasury  his  first  modem  coins:  silver  double  denars.  Judging  form  the  great  resemblance  to  Kestutis’  denars  it 
is  believed  that  these  specific  coins  of  Vytautas  were  prepared  by  moneyers  lately  employed  at  Trakai,  or  at  least  their 
students  who  had  fled  to  Lutsk  with  Vytautas,  as  did  many  friends,  warriors  and  various  other  functionaries  of  the  Trakai 
castle.  These  coins  of  Vytautas  contained  specific  inscriptions.  The  letter  “L”  indicates  that  they  were  struck  at  Lutsk,  and 
two  vertical  stokes  “H”  (even  though  not  straight)  represented  the  denomination.  The  “V”  within  the  mast  portals  describes 
the  emitter.  The  weight  and  purity  of  Vytautas’  double  denars  just  about  equals  the  earlier  Kestutis’  denars.  That,  of  course,  is 
primarily  because  Vytautas  did  not  have  too  much  silver  at  Lutsk.  And  secondly,  the  Prague  grosh,  upon  which  was  based  ten 
of  Kestutis’  coins,  had  by  now  deteriorated  substantially,  although  not  by  half.  It  was  important  that  the  decimal  system  had 
not  been  discarded.  Vytautas  continued  to  adhere  to  it  even  later.  How  many  of  these  double  denars  were  struck  at  Lutsk  is 
not  known.  Their  striking  was  discontinued  and  the  mint  itself  was  abandoned  in  1389,  when  after  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to 
occupy  Vilnius,  Vytautas  again  found  himself  for  the  second  time  in  exile.  Finally,  after  the  fundamental  differences  with 
Jogaila  had  been  resolved,  in  1392  Vytautas  established  himself  in  Vilnius.  Here,  he  duplicated  the  coins  Jogaila  had  initiated, 
until  he  felt  himself  more  firmly  in  place.  Thereafter,  he  began  striking  them  with  his  initial  “V,”  as  though  to  emphasize  that 
these  coins  were  no  longer  Jogaila’s,  but  his,  the  actual  master  of  the  country,  rather  than  its  legalistic  head.  In  addition  to  the 
coins  mentioned,  new  Lutsk-type  double  denars  appeared  in  Vilnius,  this  time  struck  for  the  entire  Grand  Duchy,  and  this 
time  with  the  Slavic  version  of  Vytautas’  initial  “B”  (V).  When  he  had  finaUy  assured  himself  of  the  throne  at  Vilnius,  and 
assumed  the  title  of  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania,  though  he  still  remained  Jogaila’s  viceroy,  at  the  end  of  the  I4th  century, 
(1395-96),  Vytautas  placed  into  circulation  entirely  new  coins  with  the  rider  (knight)  and  the  doubled  cross,  again  bearing 
Slavic  inscriptions  (and  even  without  inscriptions),  so  that  both  Lithuanians  and  the  eastern  Slavs  (who  made  up  the  state’s 
major  population)  could  easily  recognize  and  use  them.  These  coins  of  Vytautas  were  of  a higher  purity  (about  0.759)  than 
the  others,  while  the  Prague  grosh  equalled  four  of  them  and  they  were  considered  “small  groshes,”  and  later  were  designated 
“Lithuanian  groshes.” 


Vytauto  pinigai-monctos:  1,  Lucko  kalveles  dvidenaris:  2-3,  Vilniuje  muM. 
“pinigeliai”;  4,  vilniskis  dvidenaris  su  slavisku  Vytauto  vardo  inicialu 
“B”(V);  5,  ketvirtadaliai  Pragos  graSio  (2,5  denaru  vertes  mon,,  vad. 
“smulkiaisiais  grasiais”);  6,  kontrasignuota  totoriu  moneta;  7-8,  Smolens- 
kui  musdintos  monetos. 


All  Vytautas’  coias  reflect  a certain  “metric”  system.  Ten  of  Kestutis’,  and  later  Jogaila’s  “small  change”  formed  a 
grails  in  the  Prague  grosh  system.  The  Lutsk  double  denar  and  the  Vilnius  2.5  denar  “small  grasis”  changing  and  exchanging 
among  thcm.selves,  could  make  any  kind  of  a total,  and  could  make  change  for  any  amount  within  a half  denar,  in  any 
commitments  or  other  occasions  of  payment.  Even  with  the  Smolensk  coins,  struck  by  Vytautas  in  the  early  years  of  that 
c'Hjntry  s annexation  to  Lithuania,  attention  was  given  to  the  decimal  standard  with  coins  of  the  Grand  Duchv.  which  is 


clearly  shown  by  the  new  copper  “Puls”  which  during  V)dantas’  time  replaced  the  older  type):  ten  of  these  puls  equalled  the 
value  of  a Lithuanian  silver  denar.  7. 

In  addition  to  domestic  money,  nuuiy  coins  from  various  fcMreign  lands  circulated  freely  and  plentifully  in  Lithuania, 
reaching  the  country  because  of  the  increasing  trade.  Indistinct  ot  illegible  coins  from  the  east,  the  majority  from  the  tartars, 
caused  difficulties  in  places.  Vytautas  even  here  found  a sur{Hising  solution:  Such  coins  were  counter  stamped,  they  were 
impressed  with  the  pc^ular  symbol  of  Lithuania  of  the  nuist  portals,  lest  anyone  in  the  lanH  have  doubts  about  the  coin  or  its 
metal  punty.  Such  stamping  or  coonterstam{ring  was  cmisumated  at  the  border  customs  posts  (nicknamed  “Vytautas’  vapor 
baths”)  or  else,  in  the  Vilnius  coin  mint  itself.  Vytautas’  particular  interest  in  money  jn’oduced  particular  results.  Internal 
trade  increased  substantially,  exports  expanded,  thus  enriching  the  country.  Imported  into  the  country  were  axes,  knives, 
weapons.  Farm  implements  created  a visible  increase  in  agricultural  productivity,  and  exports.  Signs  appeared  indicating  a 
transformation  from  a purely  grain  economy  to  a fiscal  economy.  Taxes  collected  in  kind  for  many  years  were  not  begun  to 
be  collected  in  cash. 

VYTAUTO  ^ENKLASA^ytautas’  Symbol.  At  the  beginning  of  Lithuania’s  independence,  a so-called  specific  symbol 
of  Vytautas  the  Great  was  widely  publicized.  It  consisted  of  a prone  javelin  head  at  right  angles  with  a swcM’d  and  the  letter 
“V”  combination.  However,  Vytautas  never  had  such  a symbol  and  therefore,  did  not  leave  it.  However,  there  was  one  type 
coin  in  Vytautas’  time  which  just  might  have  served  to  inspire  this  “symbol”  and  the  pre^rigatOTS  of  this  “symlxd”  (probably 
the  head  of  the  Kaunas  Museum,  Mr.  Daugirdas)  felt  something  similar  was  appropriate,  but  made  misleading  conclusions. 
First,  the  coin  mentiemed  was  struck  by  Jogaila.  On  the  side  supporting  the  contentions  of  the  symbol  iwopogatOTS,  the  original 
showed  a perpendicular  javelin  head,  as  required  by  heraldry,  and  next  to  it  on  the  left  (the  right  according  to  heraldry)  was 
placed  a Greek  cross  (a  copy  of  the  coin  of  Algirdas,  Jogaila’s  father).  In  1392,  when  Vytautas  settled  down  in  Vilmus,  he 
minted  these  coins  for  a while.  When  he  firmed  up  his  position  there,  he  began  striking  his  own  initial  “V”  below  the  cross, 
obviously  to  emphasize  that  this  “small  change”  was  no  longer  Jogaila’s,  but  his,  Vytautas—the  actual  Grand  Duke  of 
Lithuania  (though  legally,  the  Grand  Duke  was  still  Jogaila).  In  conclusion,  the  only  portion  of  the  ancient  coin  which  was 


“Vytauto  zenklas”:  1,  Jogailos  pinigelis;  2,  Vytauto 
pinigalis;  3,  iS  tq  pirugeliu  figurq  “sumontuotas” 
tariamas  “Vytauto  zenklas”. 


used  to  create  the  symbol  under  discussion,  which  connected  it  with  Vytautas  was  the  letter  “V”  alone.  All  else  was  not  his. 
The  javelin  head  was  archaic,  specifically  ancient  Lithuanian.  The  cross— in  those  days  utilized  by  many  leaders  (Christians 
and  non-Christians)  as  a symbol  on  their  seals  and  coins,  in  this  case  belonging  to  Algirdas  and  Jogaila.  While  the  sword, 
which  we  see  in  the  created  “Vytautas  symbol,”  did  not  even  exist  upon  the  coin  in  question!  It  was  constructed  by  its 
originators  in  Kaunas  by  lengthening  one  end  of  the  cross  and  joining  it  to  the  javelin  head.  In  this  mstance,  the  javelin  head 
was  positimied  horizontally  in  the  picture  (apparently  so  that  it  would  be  easier  to  see  the  “V”)  which  is  not  only  contrary  to 
historical  truth,  but  from  the  viewpoint  of  ornamentation  is  an  unfcu’giveable  sin. 

Another  alleged  “Symbol  of  Vytautas”  was  “discovered”  and  exploited  in  the  American  press  by  Dr.  Alexander  M. 
Rackus.  That,  according  to  the  originator,  a personal  symbol  of  Vytautas,  is  composed  of  one  javelin  head.  And  the  “basis” 
for  this  symbol  again  utilized  by  Dr.  Rackus,  was  the  poorly  conceived  Jogaila  coin,  with  its  cross  worn  off  in  circulation,  as 
a matter  of  fact,  Vytautas  was  interested  in  and  vaunted  only  the  Vytis/Knight  symbol.  That  symbol  dominates  his  seals  and 
coins.  Vytautas  even  emblazoned  it  upon  the  coat  of  arms  of  Lithuania,  pushing  into  second  place  the  mast  ptutals  of 
Gediminas.  However,  as  is  well  know,  even  the  knight  rider  was  not  originated  by  Vytautas,  as  neither  was  any  “personal 
emblem”  of  his. 

VYTIS/KnighL  The  highest  distinctive  symbol  erf  the  Lithuanian  nation,  and  as  well,  that  of  the  Lithuanian  state  from 

the  15th  century.  Its  fixed  cuigin  is  considered  to  be  the  rider  on  Kestutis’  coins  (at  the  begmning  of  the  6th  decade  of  the 

14th  century)  picturing  the  mounted  Grand  Duke  himself.  This  figure  has  been  pe^ular  with  the  Lithuanian  nation  for  long 

ages.  A young  rider,  and  the  steed  separately  have  been  lovingly  portrayed  in  song  in  our  old  f(rfk  songs.  It  is  very  possible 

that  Lithuanians  used  such  a symbol  even  long  before  Kestutis,  but  if  so,  it  could  not  perservere  on  non-metal  objects,  as  it 

did  endure  in  the  silver  coins.  Vytautas  renewed  the  rider  in  the  coins  struck  at  Lutsk  (in  the  9th  decade  of  the  14th  century). 

At  about  that  same  time,  riders  appeared  in  history,  as  with  Vytautas,  so  with  Jogaila,  Kanbutas,  and  ^vitrigaila.  In  this 

manner,  the  rider  gradually  develi^ted  in  Lithuania  as  a symbol  of  the  leader,  and  the  leader  symlxrf  evolved  and  matured  as 

the  highest  distinctive  symbol  of  the  Grand  Duchy.  The  archaic  Lithuanian  special  symbol -the  javelin  head,  which  Algirdas 

utilized  in  his  coins,  was  easily  outdistanced  by  the  rider.  The  struggle  fw  first  {rface  with  the  mast  portals  (Cerfumns  of 

Gediminas),  at  that  time  the  coat-of-arms  of  Lithuania  Premier,  took  a little  longer.  Though  at  Grunwald  it  was  carried  upon 

Vytautas  battle  ensigns  and  was  considered  to  be  the  premier  heraldic  symbtrf  of  the  Grand  Duchy.  This  contest  was  decided 

Continued  next  Issue... 


PAIAVAUKEE  AIRPORT  ON  10  LITIJ  NOTE  • (Continued  from  pg.  2...) 


S. 


ABOVE:  Controversy 
was  avoided  by  not 
putting  country 

boundaries  on  the  map 
of  Europe  on  the  10  liti}. 

AT  RIGHT:  The  tail 
on  the  Lituanica  reads: 
NC688E,  BELLANCA, 
Palwaukee  Airport, 

Chicago,  Illinois.” 


'/le  tuneral  there.  The  duo  have 
Ninee  been  memorialized  on 
numerous  Lithuanian  stamps, 

.;oms,  medals,  and  decorations. 

Numerous  monuments  have  been 
.‘rected  m their  memory  both  in 
'.he  United  States  and  in  Lithuania. 

When  Lithuania  regained 
Its  indep)endence  in  1990,  plans 
were  made  for  the  reestablishment 
of  the  national  monetary  system, 
the  litas.  A design  competition 
was  held  for  the  various 
denominations.  The  10  liti^ 
banknote  was  designed  in  1991  by 
28-year-old  artist  Giedrius  Jonaitis 
(born  1963),  a graduate  of  the 
Vilnius  Art  Academy,  and  a 
member  of  the  Lithuanian  Artists 
Association.  The  note’s  design 
features  the  theme  of  Darius  and 
Girenas,  Lithuania’s  famed 
aviators.  The  images  of  the  flyers 
were  based  upon  official  1933 
press  photographs  of  the  duo.  The  back  of  the  note 
features  their  plane  flying  over  the  waves  of  the 
Atlantic,  with  an  outline  of  North  America  and  Europe 
in  the  background.  No  boundaries  of  countries  were 
drawn  on  the  map  portion,  to  avoid  any  controversies 
that  existed  as  the  result  of  the  occupation  of  the  capital 
citv  of  Vilnius  bv  Poland  from  1920  to  1939,  and 
subsequent  Soviet-imposed  boundaries  following  World 
War  II. 

The  original  10  litq  note  (KM-47)  featuring  the 
flyers  was  released  into  circulation  on  June  25,  1993 
when  the  Lithuanian  litas  was  re-introduced  as  the 
official  monetary  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania.  Dated 
1991,  the  note  was  printed  by  the  United  States  Banknote 
Corporation  at  its  Los  Angeles,  California  facility.  It 
lacked  a variety  of  security  features,  and  no  lettering 
appeared  on  the  patch  on  Darius’  cap. 

The  minute  details  of  the  flyers’  garb  and 
markings  on  their  plane  changed  with  each  subsequent 
printing  of  the  10  litq  note  as  security  features  were 
added.  The  second  version  of  the  note  was  printed  by 
Thomas  De  La  Rue  printers  in  England,  and  is  dated 
'KM  56)  It  was  released  into  circulation  on  March 
l‘>^>4  It  features  a redesigned  format  that  places  the 


flyers  on  the  right  portion  of  the  note.  Several  security 
features  were  also  added.  Some  lettering  was  added  on 
Darius’  patch  such  as  “A”  and  ‘T,”  but  they  were 
purposely  indistinguishable  and  mis-aligned. 

The  third  version  (KM-59)  was  printed  in 
Germany  by  Giesecke  & Devriant  and  contains  14 
specific  security  features.  Dated  1997,  the  note  was 
released  into  circulation  on  December  22  of  that  year. 
The  lettering  on  the  patch  on  Darius’  cap  is  less  clear 
than  the  1993  version.  On  the  back  however,  the 
registration  number  of  their  Chicago  Daily 
News-purchased  Bellanca  CH-3()0  Pacemaker  airplane 
was  added  to  the  tail:  “NR  688E,”  and  in  the  front  the 
name  of  the  plane  (in  script  writing)  was  likewise  added, 
and  reads  “Lituanica.” 

The  latest  version  of  the  note  was  printed  by 
Orell  Fiissli  Security  Printing,  Ltd.,  of  Switzerland  and 
features  enlarged  portraits  of  the  duo  on  the  face.  The 
ties  to  the  United  States  are  strong  on  this  particular  !('> 
litq  banknote,  and  will  surely  attract  the  attention  ot 
topical  collectors  both  in  America  and  in  Lithuania  alike. 

The  details  of  the  patch  on  Darius’  cap  are  clcarK 
visible  in  this  latest  version.  In  the  center  is  a star  which 


separates  the  text.  The  horizonal  line  reads 
MIL-'A’WAUKEE.”  The  top  vertical  text 
is  covered  over  by  the  last  leUer  “A”  in 
“LIETUVOS  BANKAS,”  although  a small 
portion  of  the  letter  “L”  can  be  seen  in  what 
would  read  “PAL-.”  The  bottom  vertical 
portion  reads  “ATINE,”  or  if  it  had  been 
shown  wholly,  “PAL- ★ ATINE.”  In  each 
section  between  the  lines  appears  the 
bottom  of  a plane,  somewhat  short  and 
blunted,  for  a total  of  4. 

The  10  litq  note  featuring  Darius 
and  Girenas  is  one  of  Lithuania’s  most 
widely-circulated  and  used  banknotes  today. 
The  Lithuanian  litas  officially  became  tied 
to  the  Euro  dollar  on  February  2,  2002  at  a 
rate  of  3.4528  litai  equalling  1 Euro.  The 
litas  had  formerly  been  pegged  to  the  U.S. 
dollar  at  a rate  of  4 litai  to  1 dollar,  giving 
the  litas  a value  of  U.S.  250.  Since  the 
switch  to  the  Euro,  the  value  of  the  dollar 
has  declined  during  2002.  Because  of  a 
stronger  Euro,  the  value  of  the  litas 
however  has  risen  to  a daily  fluctuating  rate 
of  almost  3 litai  to  1 dollar  (330),  using  the 
above  formula. 


AT  RIGHT:  Stasys  Girenas  (left)  and 
Steponas  Darius  (right)  in  their  famous  pose  just 
before  their  ill-fated  flight 


fluor/f  Z.ir/uiu 
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COIN  ORDERING  SAGA  (Continued  from  pg.  3...) 

factor  in  all  of  this  is  the  shipping  costs.  Usually  what 
will  happen  is  you  will  get  a letter  (several  weeks 
later)  from  the  Bank  that  you  are  “X”  number  of 
dollars  short  and  that  they  will  hold  the  coins  for  you 
until  you  send  the  remaining  amount. 

Despite  this,  we  find  that  it  is  best  to  order 
Lithuanian  coins  directly  from  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 
than  from  any  other  place  or  payment  method.  The 
enclosed  order  blanks  are  calculated  with  LITAI 
prices.  A comma  after  the  numeral  means  in  U.S  a 
period  (.),  not  a comma  (,)  as  we  would  think  of  it  here 
in  America  as  separating  thousands  or  millions.  Thus  a 
0,50  means  .50  or  half  a litai  or  50  centq. 

When  filling  out  these  forms,  be  sure  and  give 
your  e-mail  address  so  they  can  contact  you  as  to  “how 
short”  you  are  when  you  send  the  funds.  They  will  also 
let  you  know  if  you  “went  over”  and  will  hold  that  for 
you  until  you  order  the  next  time.  Again,  with  the  daily 


fluctuation  of  the  U.S.  dollar  against  the  Euro,  it  is 

impossible  to  send  them  the  exact  amount  to  the  penny 
or  centas.  The  whole  ordering  process  can  take  several 
weeks,  but  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  is  very  efficient  in 
what  it  does  and  you  will  receive  everything  you  order 
from  them. 

Another  frustration  has  been  when  the  gold 
coins  have  been  issued.  By  time  the  official  news 
releases  have  reached  us,  the  coins  had  been  sold  out 
already,  not  giving  us  U.S.  collectors  a fair  chance  to 
get  them.  Long  lines  formed  at  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 
and  the  coins  were  sold  out  in  just  hours.  On  the 
numismatic  market  they  were  re-sold  for  a 2{X)-3(X)% 
profit. 

As  of  this  writing  (September  1 1 , 2002),  the 
daily  exchange  rate  of  the  Litas  is  3.5234  litai  to  equal 
1 U.S.  dollar  (where  formerly  it  was  4.0,  thus  the  litas 
is  now  worth  more!),  and  3.4528  to  equal  1 Euro,  ^'ou 
may  use  those  figures  as  a rough  guide  when  ordering. 


10. 


WANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 


Dear  Colleague. 

1 published  and  have  on  sale  such  books. 

Decorations  of  the  Baltic  States.  English.  1996.  Copenhagen.  Numbered  issue  45 

UoD  (sold  out) 

2 Orders  and  Medals  of  Estonia,  Latvia,  Lithuania  Lithuanian  with  English  and  German 
summaries  100  pages,  24  tables.  1997.  Vilnius  Numbered  issue.  8 USD. 

3 Orders  and  Medals  of  Estonia,  Latvia,  Lithuania.  English.  150  pages,  30  tables  in  color  1999 
Brno  (Czech  Republic).  25  USD 

4 For  meats  to  Lithuania  (History  of  Lithuanian  State  awards  1918-1940).  English  and 
Lithuanian.  2001  Vilnius.  Hard  cover.  506  pages,  780  pictures  in  color.  35  USD  (regular  issue)  40 
USD  (numbered  issue  for  book  collectors). 

5.  Orders  of  the  Baltic  States.  Set  of  16  post-cards  with  most  unic  Baltic  orders  and  medals  Enolish 
1997.  Vilnius  3 USD. 

I have  on  sale  book  "Knights  of  Latvian  Military  Bear-slayer  Order  1918-1940"  (1998,  Riga  hard 

cover,  586  pages,  more  as  1400  pictures,  35  USD),  too.  I am  not  the  author. 

Payment;  cash  (prefered)  or  personal  check. 

Shipping  and  handling,  minimal  tarif  of  Lithuanian  post  - 17  USD,  but  you  can  save  buying  some 
books. 

Vilius  Kavaliauskas  E-mail:  kavaliauskas@aiva.lt 
31-9  Blindziu  Str. 

LT-2004  Vilnius, 

Lithuania 

WANTED:  Any  Lithuanian  gold  coins  or 
military  items.  Phil  Winskunas,  6019  Powderhouse 
Circle,  Sioux  Falls,  SD  57110.  E-mail: 
liet@splitrocktel.net. 

FOR  SALE:  2000  Lithuania  100  litas  gold 
proof  (Vytautas).  Only  2,000  pieces  minted,  this  is 
certificate  #06 1 7 in  red  velvet  box  of  issue. 

$275.00  postpaid.  WANTED:  I am  actively  buying 
Lithuanian  military  and  Boy  Scout  Orders  and 
Estonian  Fireman  medals,  send  me  a list  of  what 
you  have  for  sale.  Anthony  Tumonis,  4160  W. 

.Melinda  Lane,  Tucson,  AZ  85742-9106. 

WANTED:  Picture  postcards  of  Lithuania, 

Klaipeda/Memel,  Pre-1941  only.  Send  Photocopies 
with  quotes  to:  J.  R.  Greene,  26  Bearsden  Rd., 

Athol,  MA  01331. 

FOR  SALE:  Lithuanian  coins  and 
banknotes  & related  items.  E-mail  me  at: 
albionfp@hotmail.com  and  I’ll  e-mail  you  back  my 
list.  Best  wishes,  Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St., 

Albion,  MI  49224. 

John  Ekrekwith  will  painl/colorize  your  Lithuanian 
and  place  in  a nice  bc/cl.  Great  gift  for  Chri.stma.s! 
r onlact  him  ff)r  details.  10X20  W.  Eaton  Hwy.  Grand 
I edge.  Ml  4MXV7  heck  wiihent(a)cs.com. 


WE’VE  GOT  E-MAIL! ! 

We  are  happy  to  announce  that  the 
Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association  has 
established  an  E-mail  address!  It  is: 

Lithnumis@  hotmail.com 

Please  feel  free  to  use  this  method  to 
communicate  with  us  if  you  so  desire!  Our 
director,  Alex  Radzius  will  be  happy  to 
correspond  with  you  in  this  way! 


THE  KNIGHT,  Volume  25,  No.  1.  Issue  #132. 
September-October  2002.  The  official  publication  of  the 
Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association.  Aleksandras  Radzius, 
Baltiimore,  MD.,  DIRECTOR.  Frank  Passic,  Albion, 
Michigan,  EDITOR. 

Subscription/Membership  to  Volume  25  (5  issues) 
a donation  of  $15  or  more.  Write:  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association,  c/o  Alex  Radzius,  P.O.  Box  22696,  Baltimore, 
MD  21203. 

EDITOR’S  ADDRESS:  Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton 
St.,  Albion,  MI  49224.  E-mail:  albionfp@hotmail.com. 

FOR  BACK  ISSUES:  Write:  Sarunas  Mingcla. 
46707  Stratford  Court,  Northville,  MI  48167.  The  LNA  is 
a member  of  the  American  Numismatic  .-VssiK'iation 
C-1 17903. 


